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to be appropriated $100,000,000 for fiscal year
2003, and such sums as may be necessary for
each of fiscal years 2004 through 2007.

““(2) PuUBLIC HEALTH EMERGENCIES.—In the
case of control programs carried out in re-
sponse to a mosquito-borne disease that con-
stitutes a public health emergency, the au-
thorization of appropriations under para-
graph (1) is in addition to applicable author-
izations of appropriations under the Public
Health Security and Bioterrorism Prepared-
ness and Response Act of 2002.

““(3) FISCAL YEAR 2004 APPROPRIATIONS.—
For fiscal year 2004, 50 percent or more of the
funds appropriated under paragraph (1) shall
be used to award grants to political subdivi-
sions or consortia of political subdivisions
under subsection (b).”.

SEC. 3. RESEARCH PROGRAM OF NATIONAL IN-
STITUTE OF  ENVIRONMENTAL
HEALTH SCIENCES.

Subpart 12 of part C of title IV of the Pub-
lic Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 285 et seq.)
is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing section:

““METHODS OF CONTROLLING CERTAIN INSECT

AND VERMIN POPULATIONS

““SEC. 463B. The Director of the Institute
shall conduct or support research to identify
or develop methods of controlling insect and
vermin populations that transmit to humans
diseases that have significant adverse health
consequences.”.

SEC. 4. REPORT.

Not later than 180 days after the date of
enactment of this Act, the Secretary of
Health and Human Services, after consulta-
tion with the Administrator of the Environ-
mental Protection Agency shall submit to
the Committee on Health, Education, Labor,
and Pensions of the Senate and the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce of the
House of Representatives a report containing
the following:

(1) A description of the status of the devel-
opment of protocols for ensuring the safety
of the blood supply of the United States with
respect to West Nile Virus, including—

(A) the status of the development of
screening mechanisms;

(B) changes in donor screening protocols;
and

(C) the implementation of surveillance sys-
tems for the transmission of the virus via
the blood supply.

(2) Recommendations for improvements to
be made to the safety of the blood supply
based on the development of protocols pursu-
ant to paragraph (1), including the need for
expedited review of screening mechanisms or
other protocols.

(3) The benefits and risks of the spraying of
insecticides as a public health intervention,
including recommendations and guidelines
for such spraying.

(4) The overall role of public health pes-
ticides and the development of standards for
the use of such pesticides compared to the
standards when such pesticides are used for
agricultural purposes.

Mr. TAUZIN. Mr. Speaker, | am pleased that
the House is considering, hopefully for the
final time, the Mosquito Abatement for Safety
and Health Act (MASH).

Last summer, West Nile infected over 40
states in the nation. This record epidemic led
to the deaths of 274 people and made seri-
ously ill more than 4,000. While much of the
press has focused on Severe Acute Res-
piratory Syndrome (SARS), it is important to
point out that last year West Nile Virus led to
more American deaths than the total caseload
of SARS in this country. West Nile Virus is
clearly an infectious disease that must be ad-
dressed in a coordinated fashion.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

The House has passed the Mosquito Abate-
ment for Safety and Health Act twice in the
past year. | am pleased to announce that we
have reached agreement with our Senate
counterparts and are now planning to move
forward legislation that is substantively the
same as the MASH Act approved by the
House in March, with of course, minor, but
nonetheless improvements to the House bill.

The bill we are considering today will com-
pliment the work the CDC already has under-
way. The MASH Act provides authority to the
Secretary of Health and Human Services to
make grants to states for the purpose of co-
ordinating mosquito control programs, includ-
ing assessment and mosquito control planning
grants to political subdivisions. In addition to
State grants, the MASH Act authorizes the
CDC to award grants to political subdivisions
of states for the operation of mosquito control
programs.

The rapid outbreak of West Nile virus
across America—which is fast outpacing the
predictions of many scientists—has made it
very difficult for our communities to adequately
respond. The additional federal dollars we au-
thorize through this legislation will assist states
and localities with their immediate needs to
combat West Nile virus. Notably, this legisla-
tion recognizes the importance of keeping
mosquito control programs running at the local
level, where they have historically operated.
The bill also gives additional support to the
CDC so it may provide training and technical
assistance in the planning, development, and
operation of mosquito control programs.

| would also like to personally thank my col-
leagues, Representative CHRIS JOHN, for the
leadership he has shown in advancing this
legislation. | would also like to thank Senators
GREGG, FRIST, BREAUX, LANDRIEU, and KEN-
NEDY and their staff for the extensive time they
dedicated to this issue.

The Senate bill was ordered to be
read a third time, was read the third
time, and passed, and a motion to re-
consider was laid on the table.

———
GENERAL LEAVE
Mr. TAUZIN. Mr. Speaker, | ask
unanimous consent that all Members

may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on H.R. 2854 and S. 1015, the two
bills just passed.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Louisiana?

There was no objection.

——

VISION 100—CENTURY OF
AVIATION REAUTHORIZATION ACT

Mr. YOUNG of Alaska submitted the
following conference report and state-
ment on the bill (H.R. 2115) to amend
title 49, United States Code, to reau-
thorize programs for the Federal Avia-
tion Administration, and for other pur-
poses.

CONFERENCE REPORT (H. REPT. 108-240)

The committee of conference on the dis-
agreeing votes of the two Houses on the
amendment of the Senate to the bill (H.R.
2115), to amend title 49, United States Code,
to reauthorize programs for the Federal
Aviation Administration, and for other pur-
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poses, having met, after full and free con-
ference, have agreed to recommend and do
recommend to their respective Houses as fol-
lows:

That the House recede from its disagree-
ment to the amendment of the Senate and
agree to the same with an amendment as fol-
lows:

In lieu of the matter proposed to be in-
serted by the Senate amendment, insert the
following:

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as
the ““Vision 100—Century of Aviation Reauthor-
ization Act”’.

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents for this Act is as follows:
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